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x. DUCATION, Cuſtom, and Opinion 
OY are known to be the general Guides of bu- 
man Actions; any Thing, how abſurd ſo- 
ever, if palliated by theſe, is readily re- 
ceivꝰd by the Art: Sighted Multitude. 


4 THE "Projudices of Cutom and. Edvcation hew 


4 commonly 'fo remarkable a Prevalence over the Mind, 


# that if any Thing is offer d diſagreeable to the Impreſ- 


fions they have made (how agreeable ſoever to Reaſon) it 
is liable 10 be miſconſtru'd. as fantaſtical, preſumptuous, 
or profane; for: how Few are Found ſufficiently qualified 


by the Teacher, and arriv'd, through general Praiice, 
to confirm'd Maturity ? 
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3 RM THUS 


to relinquiſh the Notions planted by the Nurſe, cultivated © F 
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. Things, is ade o treackeray; Yb : 

26hiob peruerts it the more, and often, abe a Dilruper, 1 
creates as Anerfion to what 45 wot bai and in- 7 
faſes A quite contrary Diſp tion 20 rnb ts wwaſt nab! 4 
Thus Trath, in its Effence, is nepletied, or bated thre 3 
Mete, while Men court Preences, in the comtetſent- , 
e Reſemblance of it. 7 

THEREFORE tail preferve the na- 


tive Purity of bis Underſtanding, and be Le from Im- F 

Pe and Nen, eald Pee 3 
quiry into Caſes) affiduouſly vi erve Ab 2 of Rene 4 
fon, (the Light that Nature bas implanted © in bim) and | 
through that alone (unbiaſy'd by Prejudice, and uninflu- 


nl, or mm iy Authority) affume thr e f 
diving this e en excipeabie dau. Nl . 5 
To 3 5 

| , dertaking, is the Denn of the following Fork ; for * 
where is the Felicity of Life, led in a continual Maze | 4 

of Error and Superftirion? Aal what is br Alvantag s | 


of Reaſon (the moſt gruriour and exalted Quality of the 1 
r r e NN Or eee 


THE projert "Oe of Reaſon confitr in the” fulleſt 
Diſcevity of Trad, ind by Vm of that, obeying tht 
„ e erty £ Nature, vw 


. FAIR THINKER. 
ern 
3 5 = F—ATIRE! aſcend, with good n. 
4 FI 1. tention 3 "ST:GV 534% 
X17 "Where Prieſt, il}-auming, never yet 
* 7 7 f aſpir'd 3 
E 5" — Reveal the Light divineſt Reaſon 
drings, 


T*&xptode the Folly of far taſtic Things; 
That Men may here Truth fairly proved, and told, 
And Senſe, unfoiPd with foul Dcfign, behold ; 
That the Deluders of their eafy Kind, 

Their Impoſitions here renounc'd may find, 
The ſecret Springs of their Devices known, 

And all their falle Dominion overthrown. 
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2 
. long, 0 Patience! ſhall the el Mind 


Be curb'd ? or be thus abjectly confin'd ? _ | 
How lo Ong, 0 Patience f to notorious L--s, : 
Maſt tamely truckle the Sincere, and Wiſe? * 
Till Men will Nature's righteous Laws purkue, REP 
And give to Reaſon its undoubted Due. ' 


-Rovzsz then, awake from your fantaftic Dreams, 
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The Day approaches lo, the Morning gleams 
Shall not the Sun of Truth expand i its Ray, 
| And drive the Goblings of Deceit away ? 
| Falſhood's grim Scarecrows, tho? by daring Pride 
Advanc'd-- with Truth's fair Title dignify'd ! 
THren Education 8 Prejudice defy, 9 
And give uſurp*d Authority the L-y Z 
Bid dark Deviſers, with their Frauds be gone, 
Tho' Confidence, tho* Madneſs brings them on; 
Break. Impoſition”s Yoke, tho? ſtil'd divine; 
In its Support, tho? Men and Ages join! 
Fit Means be ys'd, the Matter is not hard ; 
Treat all Deluders but with Diſregard, 
Diſcredit but. the ſpecious Tales they tell, 
And let wor Jagel. pals for M.-- lei! 
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171 
Warner have pretended M. - les their Source d 
Can Nature change her Frame, or deſtin d Courſe? 
Oer all Things ruling Nature muſt preſide, 
Their certain, and unalterable Guide 


Nature which is eternally the ſame, 
Can never change her deſtin'd Courſe, or Frame; 
Her Frame, or deſtin*d Courſe, if changing---all - 


This vaſt Expanſe wou'd to Confuſion fall! 


Thus, has ſhe her inviolable Laws, 

And ev'ry ſure Effect, the ſame ſure Cauſe; E 
That, Nature ever from her Purpoſe fell, | 
Did in one Step againſt her Self rebell, 

No ſingle real Inſtance yet cou'd tell! 


| Thro* many Thouſand Years Experience can 


The Human Baby not arrive at Man ? 


. For Shame, at length, from bug-bearThoughts be free 
Of Things which were not, are not, cannot be; 


Let not Impoſlibilities prevail, | 
Nor heed this coaxing, that tremendous Tale ! 


Ir M----les were formerly reveal'd 

As Seals of Truth, why are they now conceal'd ? 
Was Heaven's ſhort-dated and peculiar Grace, 
Only beſtow'd on one peculiar Race, 


B 2 | And 


e v2 2 
And ſince withheld ? Are not the Sons of Men 
As much the Care of Providence, as chen? 
| Let Thoſe, who boaſt they ſecretly, inherit 

| Tvinternal Workings of the Sacred Spirit, 
By wond' rous Means uncounterfeited ſhow 
Their Miion now, as well as long ago? 
RR LIGIOUS Pow'r, as antient Records lay; 
Was once conſpicuous as the Light of Day; 
With Raptures wing' d, aſſum'd an Eagle's Flight, 
But now it flutters in the Skirts of Night:; 
The laſt of Miracles, the daring Fowl — 
Is chang'd, is,thetamorphos'd to an Owl! , ++ 
O' x Weſtern Soils, why has Deyotion run 

From Oriental Regions, like the Sun t 
Why cannot here bfiginally ſhine, 
The Grace of Nature, and the Grace divine? 
Can ſolar Beams alone give inſtant Birth 
To Piety, as to the genial Earth ? | 1 
Can only thoſe Fertility pro ture, 2 
And make Mens Zeal, like Corn, or Fruits, matufe ? | 
2 are not Prophets, in our Northern Clime 
Produced ? Why is our more embelliſh'd Time 
Thus ſunk, in Things inſtructive, and ſublime? J) = 
| Why 
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1 105 
Why are not here Truth's Ns Propagators? - 
1 make we but ourſelves its dull Tmallginerd-;. ii 
Is now religious Erxrantry too low ? 
L Or is Invention, or Belicf, too flow ? 
Men have ſo long been, baffled by Pretence, 
# It now has almoſt loſt its Influence $i; 
T f Except whom Education blinds, but few 
No heed, what they're not well convinc'd is true 
In former Days, Experience was not ſuch, 
12.8 or themſelves fo much: 
7 hen, lo! while Inadvertency befool'd 
| | The Moſt, and Some while wild Ambition ru, 

| Great to bedeem'd, and wond*rous to be thought! 
To hat a Pitch Credulity was brought ? 
Y What various Toils were for the Paſions ſpread 7 
1 And what a mazy Morris-dance was kd ?? 
As Streams, perverted lrom cheir proper Counts, 
Rage with pernicious and deſtructive Force: 
At what dire Ills o'erflowing Zeal arrives, 
When furious Biggottry the Deluge drives? 
What Store has frantic Zeal, with waſtful Hand, 
Of ſtern Difſention pour*d on ev' ry Land ? 
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[16] 
/ NaTvar informs Us what is Right, or Wroog, 
All Things, "tp ſocial Duties which belong; 


| Experience teaches--ev*ry where confeſt, 

Man's ſureſt Law is written in his Breaft ! 

That Right is ſacred,” Ways which thence recede, 
To Sorrow, Miſchief, or Deſtruction lead; 


* = 


That no ſure Good, ill Practices diſpenſe, 


But Joy and Safety wait on Innocence: 
Why then wou'd impoſitious Craft beguile 


The well diſpos'd ? or make the Vile more vile ? 


As Streams, which gently unimpeded go; 


: Wheneer. obſtructed; rage, and overflow; 


So Men thro?-; interfering Threatnings run 

To Crimes, by Nature, they would loath and ſhun 
Where Heav'n does not ſo ſmoothly tempt, or Hell 
So frighten; or ſo forcibly compel! ; 


Where penal Laws become not moſt ſevere, 


Nor proud Religion ſtrives to domineer; 
Traverſe the Realms of India, and you'll find 
The ſwarthy. Natives ſocially inclin'd, 
Conſtant and faithful to committed Truſt, 
Benevolent, and rationally juſt; 800 
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Bat where Religion bears the higheſt Prise, 911, 
© Where the moſt pond'rous Tax is laid on Vice; 
Wnere rig rous Law exerts ee e # 
And ſoars moſt fiercely to pretended Right ; - 
WT here Worth is lighted ! Falſhood is careſs'd, c 
ad ev'ry monſtrous Villany profeſsgd 1 
| eee frequently prevail. 
| Ion, Dies ſoft, or rigid, fail: | 
. 
Pr Evil ; and, till quite depravd, an Aim 
Fo fly from foul Diſgrace, and follow Fame. 
10 Ir Preaching, or Diſputing is not made 
A Trick, a Plot, « Property,-or Trade, 
Men may be won, if Practices entice '.-. 


To Virtue, nor in ſecret, league with Vice; 


mw 


3 
1 8 Folly meets with Scorn, or Diſregard; - 


1 ld Excellence, true Excellence reward ; 
1 at by Device, which will not ftand the Teſt, 
l o rule the ſtrict Enquirer is a Jeſt : | | 
The boaſtful Dealers with the Pow'r divine 
Make him to all their Purpoſes incline ; 
am'd like themſelves their Deity appears, 
Mortal, of Infirmities and Years ; 


Froward, - 


1 1 


Frownrd,, pervesſe; l incoakiftene $01; 


/ Of raryiog Paſſions, and of waviring WII 
He's kind, yet cryel ;' partial, and yet juſtj 
Fond of Dominion, fir'd with Glory s Luft. 
Steady and firm, yet to be mow'd by Prayers, 
Happy and wiſe, and yet diſturb'd by Cares 
So like themſelves his Servants have —— bim, 
It wakes Suſpicion 6 conceive they made him. 5 
Wither ? Oh, wither muſt the Man proceed, þ 
Who blindly follows theſe who blindly my 1 1 
4 


Reaſon alone declares, what's truly right, 
Tas Powr Supream, which animates tis whole 4 


AY 8 e 


But wilful Guides extinguiſh Nature's Light. 


: Preſerves and guides! --- The univerſal Soul! F 
Who, led by well-inferming Reaſon, can 3 
Suppoſe « Being, mie imperfoſt ln: ĩ f 

That &er tt omnipotent, omnifcient Mind 4 


With human Race, in League or Purpoſe jd; 
Or, what in Heaven's Arcana lay conceaPd, x | x 
To high-commiſſion'd Mortak was reveal'd ; + * 
What can, but ſenſeleſs Arrogance, conceive " BY 


And who 1 2 or C---dren en bbs? 
| 4; fo] 
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Belief's involuntary, and the Mind PLE.” 


x K- ? 


i Is by its ſeeming Evidence, inclin- d 
10 doubt, or to confide; as dark, or clear 
Truth does, or what is ſo ſuppos'd, appear 3 
The Mind, I ſay, is necefſar*ly bent, 
4 8 Thus, either to refuſe, or yield Aſſent; 
7 Tho? Paſſion, Pride, or Int'reſt is withſtood, 
I \ | To rule us by convincing Truth is good; 
3 Without Conviction to eontroul the Will, 
12 or quite impoſſible! 
Wax real Good can Superſtition deal 
* If with an earneſt and implicit Zeal 
Purſu'd, it blindly biaſſes Mankind, 
And to fantaſtic Follies leads the Mind ; 
If *cis but feign'd, *tis then a Cov'ring made 


For Hypocrites; a Property, or Trade: 
Thus, all Things looſe, which from their Centres ſtray, 
In an inextricable Maze, their Way! 
"Againſt Miſtakes -our only ſure Defence 
Are wiſe Experience, Reaſon, Common Senſe. 
Wax various Garbs religious ain wear 2 
What Contrariety of Forms they bear ? 


ere 3 Behold 


1 ; % 


| | | L 1 14 
„ - Behold their Ways ad Mkiilitrs oppoſite? 
Wrong are the reſt, if any one is right; 
| And ev*ry Sort of People eccho;---None 
Are true, all; all erroneous, but their own? 
Suppoſe a Tray'ler, in à foreign Land, 
(And ſuch is Life,) bewilder'd, at a Stand; 
© & Explores fe fiſthfill Guide to Kad the Way, 
| Without whöſe Help ke muſt for ever ftray; 
If ev'ry one of thiſe Who Theu'd Telieve him, 
Informs him All wou'l Gertithly Aective Hm, 
Except hitaſelf, his Gbidatice Gly true; 


What muſt the Doubtfill, the Confounded do? A 
Tn no? various Scenes uncertainly we run, 5 


Compell'd by Fate, Yreproſp'tous, or üdone; 

In myſtic Shades involw'd is Happineſs, 
The Way Yattiſn it, Men are left to gueſs: 

Why Ab their Guides thus alikwardly proceed ? 
Why drive they thoſe, wHom thiey Thould fairly lead'? 
Re11610Vvs Flights from Man's Ambition fpring, 

In ſecret View, Dominion is the Thing f 

Dominſön is the Prize ! the niere NMuchine, 4 
Endu'd with Fichlties abfüfd 4hd tidin, 4 


b I 


Wou'd 


15 
Wou'd with a e Luſtre 0 ſhin | 
Ang frail and erring, wou'd be chought e 4 
Wou'd domineer in Rigour, and diſmay, lg of 
When Nature points a plain and certain Way, 
(Without th aquming Fraudulence of Sure) | 
To be morg cruly glorious} truly propel 
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It is abhorring Falſhood, or Pretence, 
To compaſs only genuine Excellence. 
Y x r, ſome perhaps \ will fay, the! Men aſpire, 
Nor by Religion moderate Deſire ; 
What tho? Pretence of Fiety is made, 
To ſerve their Turns, a 2 ſubtle Maſquerade | ? 
You cannot blame Religion” s Self, defign'd 
3 To propagate the Peace of Human Kind! 
Suppoſe it ſo; ſince Many will incline 


To make it aid their &ery foul Deſign, 

I blame it, as the Squrce of human Woes, 

As bringing Means to rob us of Repoſe ; 

The Wiſe, with Reaſon, curſe the fatal Hour, 
Which truſted mad Men with religious Power; 
Which, at a Venture, gave well meaning Rules, 
To be perverted by audacious Fools! 
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(To make Mankind inevitably e pow HD, 
Beſtow'd a Sword, where Whips andChains were due 


Not only Beaſts butcher : d by Priefts, we find 
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It aims all Earth's Poſſeſſions to devour, jg 


116) 


8 
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Ty plain Intention, or if Action brings : 
A juſt Idea of the Truth of Things „ 0 þ 
If hence we rightly judge, approve, or blame; ot 3 


We ſhou'd incline to think Devotion came WAL 
From Thoſe, that in Imagination fell | 
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From Heav*n ! and iſſu'd, in Revenge, from Hell, 7 
What Cruelty &er viewed the circling Sun, 
Not by religious Cruelty out-done 3 
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. 
= 


7 api <xd 
* 


* 


A Sacrifice is made of WEE Kind! 


The Stranger aſks, with Horror and Surprize, T 2 
Why eccho thus the tender Mother's Cries 3 3 
In Moloc's burning Arms her wretched Infant lies | 3 


Wu Ar can with holy A0 compare? 
It can in Thought, in Word, in Afton dare ; 
With never-unaſfiſting Confidence, | 4 
Reaſon to ſham, and baffle Common Senſe : | 
What Vice ſo profligate as holy Vice ? N 
What Avarice like holy Avarice? » 


And graſ p all Wealth, all Dignity, and Pow'r! 
847 ˖ 4 All N 
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All Thisg⸗ it can into Confuſion fiveep, / 


Like Hurricanes, and ſwallow like the Deep 1 


TRE rigid crab, like a Torrent pours, | 


Or, like the roaring Siirges, various n. 
Invades, to be inopticlly ador'd, © 


Religion, not vith Argainent, but Sword 


* # 


He plants yet Hopes o'er ſhallow Minds he ſpreads 


Of Bow'rs, and never ceaſing Maidenheads 8 
What inoſt allures 4 ſehfüal Appetite,” 
Somewhere he gives che willing Proſelite. 

A gentle Flood proceeds from pain. s: 


Here trickling, does Morality refine 


To that Degree, is not its Subſtance loſt ? 
By This are all terreſtial Pleaſures croſt : 
But Joys it does abundantly diſpenſe 


Lo taſte hereafter, when we want the Senſe : 
This for th*Obedient, for who dare rebell, 
Terrors are thunder'd from the Gulph of Hell; 


Where myſtickly they live, and yet expire 
In Gloom and Torture of eternal Fire 

They give the Soul, as future Recompence, 
What moſt allures or terrifies the Senſe ; & 
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Thus 


1 1 1 


Thus They fr Ulakocving wheedle, 05 zent 
But never Thaſe, Wich intel Sight. n — 
With Penetration, can diſgerg grigbt . 
A ſric Enquiry into Nature's A. 
And Exploration of the ſeecet Huſe⸗ 
Confute theſe Nosigng : Firſt, Can Flame 14 eue 
Together join, termentz and, ngt cn ſume ? 
Impoſũibię] Next 1 Ave 29k Jo, gr Pains, 
Wrought in the Rraige, Nerves: Arteries and Vein? 
And thence deiii can Fapch f Thought ee 
The rare abſt — — 
Enliven'd Matter gglys I mais | 
Suſceptible gf, Pleaſure, 95 of Fanz 
Thence riſe the Paſſigns, . but e That belong 
Senſation, and th'Jdeg's. Ppm'rous. Threng: -Y 
As well harmgniays .-Giſeordape Sound, © 


6 Fs 3 4 1 
8 * Ta * * „ 2 
5 Won 3 8 2 
* * » "ay 0 
6 = . * 
* Pa. > ; * 


Air unaſſiſting ma be fraq'd er fen,: 3 

al 2 
As well may Sefer TS e A 
Writ.in the Winds the Nr S f FF? 4 


As Apprebenhy { wing Nature's Laws) | 


Hugo Ki Kind the an; 


Yet farious ſegms, in ev'ry various Frame — 
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Was not the Soul thus orderly confftd, 


t 91 
The Model bf the FWbiick het it del, 0 
»Tis right or Wrong, ic fals, or it Ercells; 10 


It never can ig T%ulfich difphy, 4 


nr yr; 0 4 


Alike in All Wou'd fem the Pow r of 05 

Of Genius W6u%d be no Diſtinction then, 
Betwixt the Tv and Wiſe, che Babes and Men: 
The Soul Von then, with equal Luſtre Mine 

In All, in All Wou'd feet Alke dive. 

Vet often is the Scul's Ibförtrug Might, 

By Sickneſs damp' d, vf tonqtef-;d by 4 Pfht; 


By Study weaken, and Hts aktive Fire, 


Thro' chilling Age, aſt gradually expire: 

The Cauſe unkndwn, the mad Man droops n. 
Some are incorrigitife Foo & Kittvis : | 
When th; Organs ate not well-difposd,” or cleer, 
The Hypochoridriack fittks in Doubt, or Fear; 
Nor Newton had, (hàukriouliy profdund) le 
With ſo much Jüſtnefs tracd th*ZEthivrinl round, 
Had the lefs'iitfols Textüre of Is Baſ i 


Deen fuch, to refer his Eucquirges vai! n 
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® 1 + : 
—_ 


1 au 


[6] 

Of high Accompliſhments: rlyexternal Am | 
Flows from, the Structure of ch · internal F rame 3 
Thus Milton had his Dignity of Senſe, "8 
And Dryden his melodious Eloquencee; 
Ye Learn'd, inform me, whence a Thing ſo dire 
Proceeds 3 What,is th? Original of Fire? . 

Of what are its deſtructiye Seeds compog'd 7 
How lurk they in obdurate Flints inclos d? 
By fit Employment, *till its Force is ſhown, 
*Tis wholly, like unbody'd Souls, unknown 3 
Cheriſh*d by Air, with preper Fuel fed, * 

It riſes, and erects its ſpiry Head; 

It muſt, depriv d of Nutriment, expire, 

To its ſtrange unknown Somewhere muſt retire, 6 
O ans the Souls Supremacy relate, 5 
And are its only Miniſters of State; 

By theſe its Will and Dignity are ſnown, 
And all its wond*rous Qualities alone; * | 
Is it not by the Uſe of Words we find 
The lofty Raptures-of the Poet's Mind ? 11775 
Can Gen'rals conquer, deſtitute of Means | 1 7 
Dexert their Virtues ? Men, and Arms ond * 


— 


The 


The Reaſonable muſt withal agree 


The Soul (whate' er it is) thus, holds no more 


Its Senſe, or Vigour, when its Helps are 0'er | 
Muſt not the Soul inſenſibly repoſe, 

When nothing can its Faculties diſcloſe ? 
When uſeleſs once enliven'd Matter lies, 
Whence all its aftive Operations *riſe ? 
Suppoſe the Soul when from the Body freed, 
To Joy, or Pain, cou'd inftantly proceed; 
Suſceptible of each; to what Intent, 

Is unavailing Bliſs, or Puniſhment ? 

All Puniſhments, or all Rewards, SF 
(Their real Nature, or their genuine End,) 
Th'Aggreſſors, or Yencourage, or affright, 
And ſet, by their Examples, Others right; 
Fruitleſs, or cruel elſe, is Woe, or Pain, 
And Bliſs is elſe but ill beſtow'd, and vain ; 


Such Things cannot too manifeſted be ; 
In Life, they may our public Notice ſhare, 


But, cannot after, not known when, or where! 
The Hebrews were ('tis readily confeſt) 


Once leſs religious Blund'rers than the reſts 


Te D 
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They 


"Ia 
They never thought Jrnovan ebw'd intend, 
To ſcourge his People, but with- Aim to mend ; 
So warn'd, their Courſes Fre Monarchs ſeer'd,.- J 
And ſo becime neglefted, of reverd; == 3 
Suited to thei Behaviour was their State, | } 
Wretched the Bad, the Good were fortunate: © 
They Nothing had expect, to hope, or fear 4 
Hereafter 5 for their whole Awards were here: 
| They needed not] (rentice them, api) 
Nor heard of thiopen'd Gates of Heay*n, or Hell ? 
Heav'n's Wrath, or Grace, did ever preſent ſeem, / 
Nor cou'd they find another World in Dunn | * 
'Till near the Time, their abdicared Race © | Y 


Cou'd find in this, no fix'd abiding Place ! * ? 
They who ſuppos'd departed Souls to range 8 


From Form to Form, in a continual Change ; 2 | 4 
But ill ſuppos'd thoſe various Changes meant, 1 


= 


Either as a Reward, or Punifhment ; 
F or, when new Forms excluded Sduls explore, 
Theß looſe the Senſe of what they a were before; 
Nor what they were is to themſelves alone, 
But to all others equally unknown TTY 
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For (not to queſtion how they cou'd preſume, 
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1 
'Tis more abſurd to think that Souls appear, 
And haunt their former Habieatians here 


To flip, the While, from their alloted Doom, ). 
Some Parts of Matter are, as all agree, * 3 
Too rare for moſt diſcerning Eyes to ſee ; 
Can then what's immaterial be ſuppos'd A 
To Man' 8 Diſcernment poſlibly diſclos'd ? ; 10 5 
Or can the wand'ring Soul, with nay Art, 
New Matter take, enliven ev'ry Part. 
And give it Senſe and Motion? Can a 1 
Be there infus'd of circulating Blood 2 -- 
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Whence only Life and Motion can proceed ! 
Or if the Soul can do this wond*rous Deed, 
At Home, why cou'd it not preſerve its Stay, 


In Spite of Age, of Sickneſs, or Decay ? __ 
Why,wou'd the Learn'd, and Eloquent of Old, 
Occulteſt Things pretendingly unfold ? 

Without ſure Information? why debate 

Of what no human Wit can penetrate ? 
What is the Soul? Say, can the ſearching Mind 
ee eee ae 01 


* i 


D2 Much 
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Much lefs its undeterminable State, 
When from its fleſhly Dwelling ſeperate. 

T H18 Truth perhaps, as impious, is denyfd, 
Yet, as rod. in Fact, is juſtifyd i 
C. Behaviour fully makes appear, 
Nothing hereafter merits Hope, or Fear; 
For, notwithſtanding all ſubmiſſive Rules, 3 * 
(Only regarded by implicit Fools) | 4 
This Faith (in Truſt of Things ſablime and bange) 
Its condeſcending Principles can change: 
This F. aith (which Pride and Cruelty diſclaims) 
This ſupple Faith with Perſecution flames 
And to promote Religion's motly Work, 
| ' ES with C------n battles like a Turk! 
Some, lifted to the Pinnacle of Pride, 7 
Their own adhering Proſelites deride 3 * 4 
Fleece them, and aiming but themſelves to pleaſe, I 
Embrace the World, in Luxury and Eaſe, ; 
Leaving to thoſe, whom fond Conceits i im pell, 
The Hopes of Heav'n, or the Fears of Hell! 

Faox the Creation to this preſent Hour, 
pon e can ſhew Negle& of Reaſon's Pow', 


* 


2 _ 

Luke Man's Devotion, nothing more diſgrace 
His Nature, or its Dignity debaſe ? 
L What can for their Abſurdities atone ? + | 

f Who blindly as Divinities, will 'un 8 
Leaks, Oxen, Monkies, Metal, Wood and Stone! 

s , Tn celebrated Greeks and Romans bore, 
From Human Kind the Glory heretofore, 

4 For Arms, for Arts, for Eloquence, and Wit; 
Tet to religious Caprices ſubmit : ' 

| © Theſe famous Nations (in Theology 
Fantaſtical to the Supream Degree,) 

1 Made Gods commit, in unbecoming Shapes. 
lanumerable B- —ies, and Rapes: | / 

WH ar ſhou'd a reverential Awe create, J 
And Gods than Men became more reprobate ! * 
How long the Detpbic Oracle beguil'd ? T 
While at their Fraud, the Prieſts in fecret ſmil'd; 
F The Perfians now the riſing Sun adore, 
Their Sires the ſenſeleſs Elements before 3 
Like Monſters Indian Deities appear, — 
And ſooty Negroes worſhip D---ls for Fear: 


of Things abſurd, and Foil of Human SEREY ” 


| Wow have che Pence nne als 
Exchang'd for Hopes of future Happineſs - . 


Taught them to Worlds unknown to take their Flight; 5 f 


261 


What then is holy Phrenzy ? The Creator 


- T n'ſterians their invading Thunder hurl'd, - 
To ravage, and reform the Weſtern; World 


The fimple Natives their Deſigns | unfold, .  - 
They ſought not their Converſion, but their Gold: 
And therefore wou'd have ſhuna'd. Salvation's Grace, 
And Heav'n refuy'd with ſo perverſe a Race; 
But, they reſolving not to be withſtood, , 
Gave pious Leſſons written in their Blood ;. 
Making them Martyrs in their own Deſpight, 


nd, that no Luggage ſhov*d. provoke their Stay, 
= their encumb'ring Wealth and Lives away ! 
How falſe Appearance ? not the looſer Train 
Of Men, the Zealous are the moſt profane! 
Religion is become an errant Joe, 
Parade, Pretence, or artificial Cloe Net 
The Villain, whs his alas = 
Thinks he cam baffle his Creator too s . 
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And ug own he lifts bis Hands and Eyes 
To Heav'n, tis then moſt certainly he lies: 

Falſe, dull, and vain, he dares his God to treat 
With Scorn, and make him patronize Deceit 3 
After 2 Life, led -in the worft Abuſe 

Of Man and God, at laſt, to pions Uſe, 
2X Bequeathing Part of his ill gotten Wealth, 
e thinks to compaſs Happineſs by Stealth; 
Or ſham th'Almighty, for the Sins of Years, | 
By ofPring up an Hour of Prayers and Tears; 
The Fruits neat his Penitence; but Fears! 
Wirk which none dares a mortal Monarch treat; 
Wich high Onmipotenee he pleads his Cauſe, 

3 Tho? Traytor to his Will, and Rebel to his Laws: 
ii Sins abolifh'd; and his vile Condition, 
Y He thinks weltmended by a feign'd Contrition ; 
Of all Offences quite erac'd the Score, | 
By yielding, when he can offend no more: 

In Holineſs Some merchandize, and trade 

Wind Heavn Returns expecting to be made 
trifting Ventures, which they thither fend; 
To _— eternal Gainers in the End: 
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They ahh help the Ley, ame, or Rind, 

The worthleſs, uſeleſs Sort of, Human Kind, 

But never will beſtow the ſmalleſt Part 

Of all their Wealth amaſs'd, on poor Deſert; 

Still Virtue clogg'd; and Excellence impeded 

Thro' Want's Encumbrances, are quite unheeded | - 
ExPLoR'E the Globe, far as the Billows whe 


Search Eaſt, or Weſt, or near the freezing Pole; 11 

Where ſolar Rays at Diſtance faintly ſhine, +..." -> 

Or dart their ſcorching . Ardor from the Line: 
Examine: all the. various World with Care, 

Try Human Kind, and then inform me where? 

Where moſt, is Breach, of Faith ? or treach*rous Art? 

Or fouleſt Deed ? *Tis in the Cn Parti 

Ho bleſt at preſent are the Jappaneers 7 

Free from. religious Jealouſies,; and Fears: 

Since now, by wiſe and. abſolute Command, 
European Prieſts no more infeſt their Land? 

To ſow, in private Families, Debate; 

Or plant Diviſion in the public State: 

And bleſs'd was either India heretofore, | 

Till Prieſts and Spaniards Vengeance hither WEL 


To preach up Peace, and practice dire Uproar. 


How 


ä 
How holy Rage; all other Rage excells, 
' Relentleſs Frante; or wild Hhbernia tells 
When Blood,” unſluc'd by conſecrated Hands, 
In ruſting Catarrafts immers'd their Lands. 
WH a r hideous, monſt'rous,ard nn 
| Religions Fraud on the Deluded brings? oo 
Humility the Roman Pontiff claims, ä 
The Servant of the Servants of the L-dd _ 
Treads on the Necks of Monatchs, is implor'd * 
| Like Heav'n, to pardon Sins z and wou'd preſume 
Two Worlds to ſway, both This and That to come! 
Peter's Succeſſor has uſurp'd the keys | 
Of Heav'n, whoſe Gates expand themſelves for _ 
For Riches, as for Righteouſneſs unfold, | 
Like Dance yielding to a Stiow'r of Goldi 
See Youths and Virgins, in their early Prime, 
In cloiſter'd Bigottry conſuine their Time!: 
Tho“, notwithſtanding their ſequeſter'd Zeal, 
Moſt with the World, or Fleſh, in Secret, deal; 
For vig rous Nature will exert her Force, * 
Fairly, or fouly,” will maintain her Courſe : 
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$ . 866 how the Dil, and the Fleſh. afail, 
IF Arid o'er the Hermit in his Cell PTR nal 

p Who, 0 Danke and Bilan ene We 

| Is fir'd wich Luft, and blosted up with Pride: 
'  Seeitv Inquiſition. ( votſt of 'Tyrants). reigns, © — | 
| And holds the frestorn Mind in ſervile Chains; X 
By Rules from arbitrary Notions rough. 
Men are deny'd he Privilege of Thought: 
They who the Light of Truth, or Reaſon pris, 
Are goomi'd to die, for daring to be wiſe... 
How ſtupid they, who wou'd be thought vip 
If formal Adoration was requir' d. 

In cleareft Terms Heav'n had reveal'd its Mink, 
Nr in à myſtie Maze involy'd Mankind? 
In Reaſon then, it canaet be deny'd, x 
Formal Devation, Man's aſſuming Pride 
Has only fram'd; and arrogantly given 
| His Will, for the prerended Will of Heav'n | | | 
Ty Holy Writings, and you'll find, their Frame 
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Examine them, their Notions are impure, 
Their Saſs impart, and their un ables 1 


About 


1 


Lo]. — "Y 
| About chele Meanings how- are Men divided ? Ms of 
| Some knotty Pommes can iever be devideet : Ts, : 
Religious Floods im various Channels run, | 
Are ſeparated by Opitiion's She, 
All from each other, even from thertifelves ; 

No conſtant Guidance any one reſpelis, is tf» 
The Ir has, and Aan its Sets? 
Every Religion's mconfiſtent, dark, [: orgif7? 
Far from plain Truth, and erring from the Mark : | 
Of Reaſon, void of ry noble Endzt. 
Clog to whatever wor'd indeed tranſeerd 5 17 
Read the TranſiQions of Mankind, or view : 
Search Ages wholly, paſt and preſent, through: 
Then tell me whas; for beneficiat Uſe, 
Fer cou'd religious Practices produce A vil bobrt 
Not thus diſtinguiſd Titles to be prais d,. 
The Decii, Fabii, and Horatii rais po 1: 
Not thus, once Grocce, or Rowe, her Thunder hurl- dd 
And ſpread her Banners o' er che proſtrate Worlds 
Nor ever greatly thus cod Man improve 
In Friendſhip, Virtue, or his Country's Love; 
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This pater Mind, this gen?rous Fire, zwe 


"Tis Honour, not R------n * wand 2397 
R------n only can the Mind enſlave, . Wo 
And cramp the Purpoſe of the Wiſe and contri | 
None at its groſs Abſurdities can wink», 

Who givę themſelves the Privilege to think; 

To think, like Men, een ty Aten Rus 

2 With Force and Boldneſs, not like Babes and Fools: 1 
Diſpell the Miſts (which overcaſt their i Bye): 

Of Education, and of Prejudice; Pr 1 
And all Mankind will manifelly fee 0 3 0 
Its Dulneſa, Folly, Fraud, or Fallacy; 
An lo !; itis ſeen, tis evidently ſhown 
To All] in all R---+-ns, but thair own 

E Inftindt can mare ingenuous Things diſpenſe, | 
Aided by Reaſon, and Experience; = 
Surely the Will of the Divine Creator 
Ps but to follow unperverted Nature: 
Henee Reaſon ſprings, hence Virtue ſaves Snag 
And, from their happily united Force, 

Comes Reputation, propagating Good, ** | 
| Far more, than ever all Religions cou: d: bir 3:1 
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hot; Falſhood, Vice, and frantic Folly reien. 
ind Truth may meet with inſolent Diſdain3, / n 
Shalt Thou, O ſacred Reputation i fail? N 
hou muſt o'er the Magnanimous 3 "as 
reat Minds, that thou mayſt be compleatiy won, 
o Danger dread, no Difficulty ſnun; 
Triumph in Inconveniencies, and mile 
it all the Woes af Poverty and Tol: x 
Merit is thy ſure Foundation lau, OG. 5 | 
hy Structure by th'admiring World ſurvey d 5 ö 
ou from fallacious Artifice art frer... 
retence, or Falſhood,, has no Chaim in Thee ! 8 
hou tak'ſt, by ever during Grace, away,, 
Df Knaves and Fools the momentary Sway; 
hy Preſence, lo their fading Glories ſnun, 
Stars extinguiſh at the riſing Sun; 1 
Nothing by Thee is ſought, or underſtood, 

But what is purely and ſincerely good 3, ß; 

Friendſhip, and Love, and ey*ry ſocial Truſt. 

ire Thine I Thou teacheſt to be wiſe, and quis & | 

Thee no ſmall, or low Advantage lies, 

For States and Empires take from Thee, di 
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All mod their ſyperſtitious 


kt 34 7) 
| From Thee, i Support! And tat, 
| When Theos fk W thei," to Deffiultian fi 
Fir d on a Rock Thou doit" ſtrurely tand, 
(The Rock er Reſon, hot Opinion's Sand) 
| To#riaaft Searches fearlefly' difpkytd, 
By Nature's and by Reafon's' mingled Aid; 
Nature and Retfon, which with Virkte join, 
And all concur to render Thee divine? 
Thou raiſeſt, and embelliſheſt the Mind, 
Heireſs of geiraine Worth, un Mitre of Makin 
By Reaſon, _ gen arg: rn want] 
And with the Love of Reputation [nl 
Oh!] cou'd we fee ſublime Examples texch 
Far better Things, than wild dete 
Wou'd Emelatiom fow the! noble Seeds 


of gen' rous Aims, and of pro „ | 
Fanatic Weeds no more ſhow'd vilely ſprout = | 
To bubble, and miſlead the grovting Rout: 


us Views give o'er, 
And gkl: then, and Nahe be no more 
Men ſhou'd reger rate, and receive . 
Anew, in Honour, and intrinße Wertk :! 
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or what can. truly benefit Mankind, -- e e 


e Reaſon, Virtoe, Truth, and Reparuion na. 
et ſtill enthuſiaſtic Phrenzy reigns, | 


Religious Diſcord kindles, and maintains; 1 

And raiſes, like a ſubterranean Wind, | * 
onvulſions in the Brains of Human Kind"; La 
Men in Self-Sufficiency diſpute, 

And proudly aim Each Other to confute: 
While, in the Tenour of the warm Debate, 
Each ſtrives alone Himſelf to vindicate ; 
And, ſtrenuouſly his Notions for the beſt, 
Proclaims, aſſerts, to triumph ofer the Reſt ; 
Abſurd, of ev*ry Sort, Pretenſions are, 

In Claim of Worth, which Actions muſt declare! 
Yet ſolid Proof for Notion is ae, 


As if in Thought all Virwe was cormpenhd 
Thus Peers poſſeſſing nothing great or good, 
Boaſt of che Value of their Birth and Blood: 
Seeking Conviction, rather than Dosen, i 
We might conclude all Dilfereiice of Opinion ; ; 
Whatever are his Notions,” Education, * 
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